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Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.
Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3rd Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai – 400059.  or
Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

DISH DOCTOR

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE OF
CABLE TV DISTRIBUTION
Q: Please share the international Experience of
cable TV distribution in UK & USA?

Hemant Chaturvedi,
Satellite & Cable TV Consultant, Bangalore

Ans.: UK
There are four major forms of digital television

(DTV) broadcast in the United Kingdom: a direct-to-
home satellite service from the Astra 28.2°E satellites
provided by Sky UK, a cable
television service provided by
Virgin Media (known as Virgin
TV); a free-to-air satellite
service called Freesat; and a
free-to-air digital terrestrial
service called Freeview. In
addition, an IPTV system
known as BT Vision is provided
by BT. Individual access
methods vary throughout the
country. 77% of the United
Kingdom has access to HDTV
via terrestrial digital television.
Satellite is is the only source of
HDTV broadcast available for
the remaining 23%.

Cable TV has yet to reach the levels of ubiquity
in the UK that it has in the USA, although UK cable
providers do have a lot to offer including over digital
TV channels, HD channels plus access to a vast library
of ondemand content – and all without the need for a
satellite dish on the outside of your home. Currently
there are only a handful of cable TV providers in the
UK with their degree of availability being one of the
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]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: ya Ukoya Ukoya Ukoya Ukoya Uko
yaUnaa[ToD ikMgaDma ³yaUkó  maoM iDijaTla TolaIivajana ³DITIvaI´

p`saarNa ko caar $p hOM: ska[- yaUko Wara p`dana kI gayaI esT/a 28º2
iDga`I pUva- saOTolaa[T sao Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ saOTolaa[T saovaa¸

vaija-na maIiDyaa Wara p`dana kI jaanao vaalaI
kobala TolaIivajana saovaa ³vaija-na TIvaI ko
$p maoM jaanaa jaata hÓ ¸ ÍIsaOT naamak
ÍI–TU–eyar saOTolaa[T saovaa AaOr ÍI–TU–
eyar  iDijaTla TorisT/yala saovaa ijasao ik
ÍIvyaU kha jaata hO.[sako Alaavaa baITI
ivajana ko $p maoM jaanaa jaanao vaalaa ek
Aa[-pI Aa[-pITIvaI isasTma baITI Wara
p̀dana ikyaa jaata hO.pUro doSa maoM vyai@tgat
phuMca ko trIko Alaga–Alaga hOM.yaUnaa[ToD
ikMgaDma ko 77‰ laaogaaoM kI ToroisTyala
iDijaTla TolaIivajana ko maaQyama sao
ecaDITIvaI tk phuMca hO.jabaik SaoYa
33‰ laaogaaoM ko ilae saOTolaa[T Wara

ecaDITIvaI p`saarNa ekmaa~ sa`aot ]plabQa hO.
kobala TIvaI kao yaUko maoM sava-vyaapkta ko ]sa str tk phuMcanaa

ABaI baakI hO̧  jaao ik yaUesa maoM hO̧  halaaMik yaUko ko kobala p`dataAaoM ko
pasa poSakSa krnao ko ilae bahut kuC hO̧  ijasamaoM iDijaTla TIvaI caOnala¸
ecaDI caOnala AaOr Aa^na iDmaaMD saamaga`I kI ek ivaSaala laa[baòrI tk
phuMca Saaimala hO AaOr yao saBaI Aapko Gar ko baahr saOTolaa[T iDSa kI
AavaSyakta ko ibanaa.vat-maana maoM yaUko maoM mauT\zI Bar kobala TIvaI p`data
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main differences between them. d. Services 19 UK cable
TV networks are not nearly as widespread as those in
other parts of the world. Virgin Media is far and away
number one amongst UK cable TV providers. Small
World is a regional cable TV, broadband and phone
provider which has a small fibre optic network localised
to parts of southwestern Scotland, the Borders, Cumbria
and Lancashire. WightCable is a cable TV, broadband
and phone provider with a fibre optic network that
serves customers on the Isle of Wight. BT TV isn’t a
cable TV provider in the strictest sense of the term
although all of BT Vision’s on-demand content is
delivered into consumers’ homes via their broadband
connection.

USA
The 1992 Cable Act codified, and the

Commission has adopted, a regulatory
plan allowing local and/or state
authorities to select a cable franchisee
and to regulate in any areas that the
Commission did not pre-empt. Local
franchising authorities have adopted
laws and/or regulations in areas such
as subscriber service requirements,
public access requirements and
franchise renewal standards. Under the
1992 Cable Act, local franchising
authorities have specific responsibility
for regulating the rates for basic cable
service and equipment.  i i i .  The
Communications Act requires that no
new cable operator may provide service without a
franchise and establishes several policies relating to
franchising requirements and franchise fees. The
Communications Act authorizes local franchising
authorities to grant one or more franchises within their
jurisdiction. However, a local franchising authority may
not grant an exclusive franchise, and may not
unreasonably withhold its consent for new service.
Included in the grant of a franchise to a cable system
are rights relating to the construction of the system,
including the local franchising authority's authorization
to use public rights-of-way, easements, and to establish
the areas to be served. In addition, the law requires
just compensation 78 to property owners who have
suffered damages as a result of a cable operator's
construction, operation, installation, or removal of its
cable television facilities. Moreover, franchising

hOM ijanakI ]plabQata kI iDga`I ]nako baIca mau#ya AMtraoM maoM sao ek
hO.DI saovaayaoM 19 yaUko kobala TIvaI naoTvak- lagaBaga ]tnao vyaapk nahIM hOM
ijatnao ik duinayaa ko Anya BaagaaoM maoM hOM.vaija-na maIiDyaa iba`Tona ko kobala
TIvaI p`dataAaoM maoM sabasao Aagao hO.smaa^la valD- ek xao~Iya kobala TIvaI¸
ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr faona saova p`data hO ijasaka ek CaoTa fa[bar Aa^iPTk
naoTvak- dixaNa piScama ska^TlaOMD¸ baa^D-r¸ kuimba`yaa AaOr laMkaSaayar ko
kuC ihssaaoM maoM sqaanaIyakRt hO.vaa[Tkobala fa[bar Aa^iPTk naoTvak-
vaalaa ek kobala TIvaI¸ ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr faona p`data hO jaao Aayala Aa^f
vaa[T pr ga`ahkaoM kao saovaa p`dana krta hO.baITI TIvaI Sabd ko sa#t
Aqaao-M maoM kobala TIvaI p`data nahIM hO̧  halaaMik baITI ivajana kI saBaI
Aa^na iDmaaMD saamaga`I ]pBaao@taAaoM ko GaraoM maoM ]nako ba`a^DbaOMD knao@Sana ko
maaQyama sao ivatirt kI jaatI hO.
ya Uesaeya Uesaeya Uesaeya Uesaeya Uesae

1992 ko kobala AiQainayama kao saMihtabaw
ikyaa gayaa hO AaOr Aayaaoga nao ek inayaamak yaaojanaa
kao Apnaayaa hO̧  jaao sqaanaIya AaOrÀyaa rajya ko
AiQakairyaaoM kao kobala ÍOMcaayajaI ka cayana krnao
AaOr iksaI BaI xao~ maoM ivainayaimat krnao kI Anaumait
dota hO ijasao Aayaaoga nao CUT nahIM dI qaI.sqaanaIya
ÍOMcaa[jaI p̀aiQakrNaaoM nao gàahk saovaa AavaSyaktaAaoM̧
saava-jainak phuMca AavaSyaktaAaoM AaOr ÍOMcaa[jaI
navaInaIkrNa maanakaoM jaOsao xao~aoM maoM kanaUnaaoM AaOrÀyaa
ivainayamaaoM kao Apnaayaa hO.1992 ko kobala TIvaI
AiQainayamaaoM ko tht maUla kobala saovaa AaOr ]pkrNaaoM
ko ilae AaOr draoM ko ilae ivainayaimat krnao ko
ilae sqaanaIya ÍOMcaa[jaI AiQakairyaaoM kI ivaiSaYT

ijammaodarI hO.saMcaar AiQainayama kI AavaSyakta hO ik kao[- BaI nayaa
kobala Aa^proTr ÍOMcaayajaI ko ibanaa saovaa p`dana nahIM kr sakta hO AaOr
ÍOMcaayajaI AavaSyaktaAaoM AaOr ÍOMcaayajaI Saulk sao saMbaMiQat k[- naIityaaoM
kao sqaaipt krta hO.saMcaar AiQainayama sqaanaIya ÍOMcaayajaI p`aiQakrNaaoM
kao ]nako AiQakar xao~ maoM ek yaa ek sao AiQak ÍOMcaa[jaI p`dana
krnao ko ilae AiQakRt krta hO.halaaMik¸ ek sqaanaIya ÍOMcaa[jaI
p`aiQakrNa ek ivaSaoYa ÍOMcaayajaI p`dana nahIM kr sakta hO AaOr nayaI
saovaa ko ilae ApnaI sahmait kao Anauicat trIko sao raok nahIM sakta
hO.ek kobala isasTma ko ilae ek ÍOMcaa[jaI ko Anaudana maoM ek isasTma
ko inamaa-Na sao saMbaMiQat AiQakar Saaimala hOM̧  ijasamaoM sqaanaIya ÍOMcaayaijaMga
p̀aiQakrNa ko saava-jainak AiQakaraoM ka ]pyaaoga krnao ko ilae p̀aiQakrNa¸
saugamata AaOr saovaa ko ilae xao~aoM kI sqaapnaa Saaimala hO.[sako Alaavaa¸
kanaUna kao kobala Aa^proTr ko inamaa-Na¸ saMcaalana¸ sqaapnaa yaa [sakI
kobala TolaIivajana sauivaQaaAaoM kao hTanao ko pirNaamasva$p naukasaana
]zanao vaalao saMpi<a ko maailakaoM ko ilae isaf- mauAavajao kI AavaSyakta
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authorities are required to ensure that access to cable
service is not denied to any group of potential residential
cable subscribers on the basis of income class. Although
the Communications Act also generally precludes the
regulation of cable systems as common carriers, it
authorizes the Commission, to require, if it chooses, the
fil ing of informational tariffs for intrastate
communications services, other than cable service, which
are provided by a cable system. iv. Franchising
authorities may charge the cable operator a fee for the
right to operate a cable system in that franchise area;
however, the franchise fee paid by the cable system can
be no more than five percent of its annual gross revenue.
A franchising authority may use the money collected from
this fee for any purpose. A cable operator may list any
applicable franchise fee as a separate item on the
subscriber's bill.

Multichannel television in the United States has
been available since at least 1948. The United States is
served by multichannel television through cable
television systems, direct-broadcast satellite providers,
and various other wireline video providers. The
Telecommunications Act of 1996 defines a multichannel
video programming distributor (MVPD) as "a person
such as, but not limited to, a cable operator, a multichannel
multipoint distribution service, a direct broadcast satellite
service, or a television receive only satellite program
distributor, who makes available for purchase, by
subscribers or customers, multiple channels of video
programming", where a channel is defined as a "signaling
path provided by a cable television system. 

hO.[sako Alaavaa ÍOMcaa[ijaMga AiQakairyaaoM kao yah sauinaiScat krnao kI
AavaSyakta hO ik Aaya vaga- ko AaQaar pr saMBaaivat AavaasaIya kobala
ga`ahkaoM ko iksaI BaI samaUh kao kobala saovaa tk phuMca sao vaMicat nahIM ikyaa
gayaa hO.yaVip saMcaar AiQainayama Aama taOr pr kobala isasTma ko ivainayamana
kao saamaanya vaahk ko $p maoM raokta hO̧  yah Aayaaoga kao AiQakRt krta
hO ik yaid vah caunata hO tao kobala saovaa ko Alaavaa [MT/asToT saMcaar
saovaaAaoM ko ilae saUcanaa Saulk daiKla krnaa¸ jaao ik kobala isasTma wara
p`dana ikyaa jaata hO.ÍOMcaayajaI p`aiQakrNa kobala Aa^proTr kao ]sa
ÍOMcaayajaI xao~ maoM kobala isasTma saMcaailat krnao ko ilae Saulk lao sakto hOM̧
halaaMik kobala isasTma Wara Baugatana ikyaa jaanao vaalaa mataiQakar Saulk
[sako vaaiYa-k sakla rajasva ko paMca p`itSat sao AiQak nahIM hao sakta
hO.ek ÍOMcaayajaI p`aiQakrNa [sa Saulk sao eki~t Qana ka ]pyaaoga iksaI
BaI ]_oSya ko ilae kr sakta hO.ek kobala Aa^proTr iksaI BaI laagaU
ÍOMcaayajaI Saulk kao ga`ahk ko ibala pr ek Alaga mad ko $p maoM saUcaIbaw
kr sakta hO.

saMyau@t rajya Amaoirka maoM malTIcaOnala TolaIivajana kma sao kma
1948 sao ]plabQa hO.saMyau@t rajya Amaoirka maoM kobala TolaIivajana isasTma¸
Da^yaro@T ba`a^DkasT saOTolaa[T p`dataAaoM AaOr ivaiBanna Anya vaayarlaa[na
vaIiDyaao p`dataAaoM ko maaQyama sao  malTIcaOnala TolaIivajana saovaa p`dana kI
jaatI hO.1996 ka dUrsaMcaar AiQainayama ek malTIcaOnala vaIiDyaao p`aoga`aimaMga
iDsT/IbyaUTr ³emavaIpIDI´ kao ‘ek vyai@t ko $p maoM pirBaaiYat krta hO
laoikna ek kobala Aa^proTr¸ ek malTIcaOnala malTIPvaa[MT ivatrNa saovaa¸
ek saIQaa p`saarNa saOTolaa[T saovaa¸ yaa ek TolaIivajana kobala saOTolaa[T
kaya-Ëma ivatrk p`aPt krta hO̧  jaao ga`ahkaoM yaa ga`ahkaoM Wara vaIiDyaao
p`aoga`aimaMga ko k[- caOnalaaoM Wara KrId ko ilae ]plabQa krata hO̧  jahaM ek
caOnala kao ‘kobala TolaIivajana isasTma Wara p`dana ikyao gayao isagnailaMga pqa’
ko $p maoM pirBaaiYat ikyaa gayaa hO. 


